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Happy New Year NALS PALS! 

2020 was quite the year for all of us, personally and professionally.  Thank God for 2021, 
and that we’re still standing, and still here. 

Some of us faced crisis after crisis in 2020, and they only made us stronger.  We were 
forced into our homes, but also forcefully pushed out of our comfort zones, and had to 
learn and define a new normal. 

As a result of this, I believe 2021 will be a year of many opportunities for all of us.  When 
opportunity knocks, will you answer? 

As we collaborate and continue “Driving NALS Into the Future,” what will you do in 2021 
to not be left behind, and to drive yourself personally and professionally into the future?  
What would you like to see NALS of Michigan doing to assist you in these areas? 

I challenge you all to do something new, and to learn something new.  I challenge you to: 

 Use your legal expertise and superhero powers to facilitate webinars; 
 Write articles for Legal Bytes; 
 Recruit, Reclaim, & Retain members; (cont. on page 2) 

Greetings and Salutations to NALS of Michigan! 

I would like to send a huge THANK YOU to everyone who participated in the 1st NALS of 
Michigan T-shirt Design Contest and contributed to its success.  And what a success it 
was!  We received some absolutely amazing and creative submissions.  (cont., p. 2) 
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 Member Spotlight (cont. from page 1) 
 NALS of Michigan has voted, and Tara Reed is the WINNER of the 1st NALS of 

Michigan T-shirt Design Contest.  Her design illustrates creativity and reflects NALS 
of Michigan in 2020.  We crown Tara Reed the 2020-2021 NALS of Michigan 
Creative.  Her design is the face of NALS of Michigan’s 2020-2021 Fundraiser. 

Tara Reed joined NALS of Michigan on October 1, 2020. She represents NALS of 
Lansing.  Ms. Reed is a Paralegal at JK Winters PC, located in East Lansing. 

Although Ms. Reed has been a member for a short period, she brilliantly summed up 
NALS during 2020: we are a “Growing Inspiration Into Change.”  Let’s not forget this 
during this uncertain time. 

Thank you, Tara, for sharing your creativity with NALS of Michigan.  Your hard work 
truly paid off.  We believe the 2020-2021 NALS of Michigan fundraiser will be a 
success because of YOUR creativity. 

Let’s congratulate Tara Reed for creating such a distinctive design that reflects NALS 
of Michigan in 2020. 
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Winning design for the 2020 NALS of 
Michigan 1st annual T-shirt Design Contest, 
created by Tara Reed of NALS of Lansing. 

Congratulations to Tara Reed! 

 

 Consider obtaining a certification and/or assisting others to do the same; 
 Serve on NALS of Michigan committees and assist committee chairs; 
 Serve on national committees; 
 Consider being a NALS of Michigan officer for the 2021-2022 term; 
 Be a NALS mentor; 
 Learn a new skill; 
 Teach someone else a new skill; 
 Make a positive impact within your own community. 

The list is endless. 

While I’m glad to see that 2020 is no more, there are some things that I’m thankful for 
that came out of 2020.  I’m thankful I’m still here.  I’m thankful I survived 2020.  I’m 
thankful most of my family and friends are healthy and still here.  I’m thankful to be a 
member of NALS of Michigan, and I’m thankful for all of you.  I’m also thankful that I 
landed a new job that I found out about because of NALS.  What are you thankful for in 
2020? 

Again, let 2021 be a year of opportunity and look for many opportunities to come your 
way, and decide which are for you.  When opportunity knocks, will you answer? 



 

 

 
 

 

Specialty Law Certificate 
Heidi Hopper, PP (Vice President Education & Certification; NALS of Lansing) 
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Any certified Professional Paralegal (PP), Professional Legal Secretary (PLS), and/or 
Certified Legal Professional (CLP) may earn a Specialty Certificate after obtaining 50 CLE 
credit hours in one of the specialty tracks within a five-year validity period.  (NOTE: those 
50 CLE credit hours will also count toward your recertification provided the credits have 
not expired when you recertify.) 

Specialty Certificates will be valid for five years, after which time a new application must 
be submitted in order to maintain a valid Specialty Certificate. 

Specialty Certificate fees are $150 for members and $200 for non-members. 

And yes, you can have multiple specialty certificates, but you must obtain the 50 CLE 
hours required for each specific track. 

NALS Specialty Areas: 

Administrative Law        Criminal Law                            Insurance Law 
Appellate Law                 E-Discovery                               Intellectual Property 
Bankruptcy Law              Elder Law                                  Juvenile Law 
Business Law                   Employment Law                    Law Office Management 
Civil Litigation                 Estate Planning/Probate        Personal Injury Law 
Contract Law                  Family Law                                Real Estate Law 
Corporate Law               Immigration Law                      Trial Management 
 
How to earn CLE Credit: 

 Attendance at seminars/workshops, NALS online education, and CLE online 
 Seminars/workshops taught 
 Authoring articles and publications 
 Successful completion of post-secondary education courses 

Feel free to contact me at any time with questions regarding certification or specialty 
law certificates, or visit https://www.nals.org/page/specialtycertificate  If I cannot 
answer the question, I will reach out to NALS, Inc. and get you the answer. 

 

E-filing Rules 

Effective November 2, 2020, in the U.S. 

District Court for the Eastern District of 

Michigan, Rule 6 of the Electronic Filing 

Policies and Procedures now requires e-

filers to use a specific citation format when 

referring to a portion of the record that 

was previously filed. 

When citing to a specific portion of the 

court record, you must cite to the ECF No. 

of the document and PageID of the 

previously filed document.  More 

information can be found here. 

For the U.S. District Court for the Western 

District of Michigan, LCivR 10.9 makes the 

same requirement.  Information from the 

Western District on its requirements can be 

found here. 



 

   

Generations of Leaders 
Teresa Garber, PP, CLP (Pas President; NALS of West Michigan) 
This year will mark my 21st anniversary as a member of NALS.  That is a long time!  And I 
have been an extremely active member during most of those 21 years.  I’ve been 
president on the local and state levels more than once.  I’ve served on several board 
positions.  I’ve chaired committees and have been on national committees.  I made many 
presentations on grammar, discovery rule updates, and e-filing.  I earned all three 
certifications, a specialty certificate, and CLE award.  I was honored to be a finalist for the 
2019 NALS Award of Excellence and received the award on both the local and state levels.  
I am most certainly not unique.  There are hundreds of NALS members just like me: 
overachievers, enthusiastic, experienced with the association who have so much to offer. 

Change is a constant.  Fighting it is futile.  If we did not accept change, we would still be 
drawing on cave walls.  Change also means accepting that I will not be “in charge” of my 
local or state chapters of NALS forever, nor should I be.  When I first became a member of 
NALS I was 27 years old and had one year of experience in the legal field.  I worked with 
legal professionals who were twenty years my senior (sorry, ladies) who had been 
members of NALS and in the industry for just as long.  I learned so much from them!  Yes, 
I learned parliamentary rules and budgets (sort of) and how the association as a whole 
works.  But I gained so much more.  

I gained confidence: in my job to the point where people were seeking my assistance; I 
tried something I would never think of doing and became not only a leader, but a world-
certified teacher (taekwondo); and became a mentor to other NALS members.  I find 
myself on the other side now: being twenty years older than I was when I started this 
journey, trying to impart some NALS wisdom and some courage and confidence in what I 
am hoping are the future leaders of this association. 

I need your help.  There are many new members who want to step up and lead, but they 
are afraid to do so.  They want people like me to lean on and show them the way.  Now, I 
think I’m pretty awesome (ha ha), but I certainly cannot do this by myself, nor should I.  
After all, I am not the only seasoned member of this association who thinks that NALS is a 
tremendous asset to a legal professional’s career.  I’ve heard you talk about it before.  
These newbies need more seasoned members to step up and show them the path toward 
tomorrow.  My generation of members is now like the generation that was comprised of 
Olive Pessetti, Luann Kantor, Betty Knoll , Nancy Sunday, and others.  If you want NALS to 
be around for another twenty years, seasoned members need to step up and help new 
members and mentor them.  Re-engage by working on a committee or help with a board 
position.  Show the next set of leaders you believe in them and in NALS, just like the last 
generation of leaders showed they believed in us. 

For more information about NALS of Michigan: 

https://www.nalsofmichigan.org/ 
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NALS of Michigan 

The Association for Legal 
Professionals 

President: 
Laleise Curtiss (NALS of Detroit) 
 
Vice President 
Education/Certification: 
Heidi Hopper, PP (NALS of Lansing) 
 
Vice President 
Membership/Marketing: 
Rashonda Wilson (NALS of Detroit) 
 
Executive Secretary: 
Kathy Rood (NALS of Lansing) 
 
Treasurer: 
Natacha Valmont (NALS of West 
Michigan) 
 
Parliamentarian: 
Teresa Garber, PP, CLP (NALS of West 
Michigan) 



 

NALS OF MICHIGAN COMMITTEES NEED YOU 

 
Rashonda Wilson, Vice President of Membership & Marketing is looking for at least one NOM member to assist 
her with membership and marketing. If this interests you, please reach out to Rashonda. 
 
If you're trying to decide where to use your gifts and talents, we have other committees that can use your help.  
Our committee chairs look forward to hearing from you, and would love your help, so be sure to reach out to 
them, even if it's just an idea that you may have for their committee. 
 
2022 Annual Meeting Chair: Teresa Garber, PP, CLP 
Certification Chair: Deborah Surls, CLP 
Credentials Chair: Nancy Thomas, PLS 
Finance Chair: Cathy Zackery, CLP 
Financial Review: Marion R. Stone, PP, PLS 
Legal Education Co Chairs: Tami Carl, CLP & Kathleen Hutchins, PLS 
Legal Professional of the Year: NALS of West Michigan 
Past Presidents Chair: Dolores Oliver, PLS 
Scholarship Chair: Andrea Kardatzke 
State Bar Liaison: Sherry Miedema 
State Newsletter Publication Chair: Teresa Garber, PP, CLP 
Strategic Planning Chair: Lynn Philp 
Technology Chair: Teresa Garber, PP, CLP 
Website Chair: Heidi Hopper, PP, PLS 
 
Also, if you have any items/permanent history in your possession that we can scan/digitize, and preserve, please 
get those items to Jeanette L. Ransom, PLS, Historian (NALS of Lansing) 
 
Laleise D. Curtiss, President 
NALS of Michigan 
2020 - 2021 
Driving NALS Into the Future 
  



 

NALS OF DETROIT  
Chapter News  

 
 Season’s Greetings from Motown! We hope everyone had a joyous Christmas.  
 

December was a quiet month for our chapter as no CLE was scheduled.  We held an ugly 
sweater Christmas social on December 19 on Zoom.  It was good to see some faces we haven’t seen in 
awhile.  Rashonda Wilson took the prize for glittery sweater and it was good to catch up on what’s been 
happening in our lives.  

 
Congratulations to Julieanne Elliott, Myria Ross and Melanie Sexton, winter’s of the chapter’s 

Christmas Trivia contest.  I enjoyed playing the quiz but I wasn’t as quick in replying as these three 
ladies were!  But it was fun playing.  Our trivia master thanks all who participated.  

 
But it’s to business in January.  Our next board meeting is scheduled for Thursday, January 14 

on Zoom.  A CLE is tentatively scheduled for early February with more details to follow.   
 
We wish our NALS pals a safe and healthy New Year.  Maybe we can keep those resolutions of 

2020 for 2021.  In the meantime, stay safe and don’t forget your mask! 
 
 
Gayle Lawson 
Chapter Secretary  
 



2021
VISION BOARD

PARTY

NALS OF
MICHIGAN



What do I need for a Vision Board?
board, magazines, pictures, markers, glue, tape

glitter, stickers, crayons, etc.

What is a Vision Board?
A vision board is a tool used to help clarify,

concentrate and maintain focus on a specific
life goals.  

RegisterRegister  
with Teri Garber, PP,

CLP  



NALS of Michigan 
Certification Chair 

Deborah Surls, CLP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With the holidays for 2020 now complete, if you are like me, I am looking forward to 

what this year will bring and all the possibilities and SUPER BOWL!  And on that note, I 

want to remind you of a couple of items. For those who are going to be taking the ALP, 

PLS/CLP or PP exam, Heidi Hopper and I will be hosting a SUPER BOWL CRAM on 

January 31, 2021 at 2:00 pm by Zoom. This cram session will be beneficial to those 

taking the exam.   

March is also the month for many of you to recertify. Take the time now to look to 

see if your recertification materials are due in March and, if so, start putting your packet 

together now so you will be ready to submit it come March.  

There is a $10 charge for the cram and 1 hour of CLE credit will be given.  If you 

plan to attend, please contact me at deb@surls.net for the zoom invitation by January 27, 

2021. 

Here’s wishing you a Happy New Year! 

 

mailto:deb@surls.net




* Required

NALS Virtual Paint Party Fundraiser
February 6th 7 pm EST
$45.00  Free Shipping!

Interchangeable Shiplap Sign *



Interchangeable Shiplap Sign

Insert Option (one included) *

Please enter the insert number you would like included in your kit.

Paint Options *

Please enter the 5 paint colors you would like with your kit

Add on paint colors (1/4 ounce) Enter in paint color box your additional colors

-- Select --

QTY

1

Add to Cart

255

255

NALS Virtual Paint Party Fundraiser 

Interchangeable Shiplap Sign 

Finished project measures 10" x 10" Project includes ONE insert of your choice

The kit includes 5 paint colors (2 for the shiplap circle and 3 for your insert) sandpaper, sponges and glue for your insert.  

This kit includes 5 paint colors 

Shiplap circle is painted with color 1 and stand is color 7

Ring that holds the mini signs will be stained jacobean in your kit

PLEASE ENTER THE COLOR NUMBERS IN THE BOX  (DO NOT PUT SAME AS EXAMPLE)

Please select ONE insert for your sign:

1- Beach Please (colors I used: 34, 3, 1, 16, and 23)



0

2- Hello (colors I used: 1, 7, 14, and 24)

3- Hello Summer (colors I used: 1, 21, 24, and 33)

4- Coffee Bar (colors I used: 2, 3, 6, and 34)



FEATURED PRODUCTS

Sloth MAKE @ Home Kit (/products/sloth-make-at-home-kit)

$18.00

(/products/sloth-make-at-home-kit)

Baseball MAKE @ Home Kit (/products/baseball-make-at-

home-kit-gamerkit)

$18.00

(/products/baseball-make-at-home-kit-gamerkit)

VIEW ALL PRODUCTS (/PRODUCTS)

HOME (/) • CONTACT US (/CONTACT) • TERMS (/TERMS)

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST

https://makestudiokalamazoo.com/products/sloth-make-at-home-kit
https://makestudiokalamazoo.com/products/sloth-make-at-home-kit
https://makestudiokalamazoo.com/products/baseball-make-at-home-kit-gamerkit
https://makestudiokalamazoo.com/products/baseball-make-at-home-kit-gamerkit
https://makestudiokalamazoo.com/products
https://makestudiokalamazoo.com/
https://makestudiokalamazoo.com/contact
https://makestudiokalamazoo.com/terms





